adventures in the South Seas as "Voyager, Monster-hunter and Amoroso". Lyte makes the most of the comic possibilities of the pursuit of his hero by the voracious middle-aged queen Purea; nor does he forget his English mistress Miss B---n. As the subtitle suggests, Banks's early travels loom much larger in this book than the long afternoon of correspondence and power as President of the Royal Society, and instigator of innumerable research and publishing projects. The story of the travels, and of Banks's rows with the Admiralty and fellow-Academicians, is told with verve; it is spoilt only by the author's irritating partiality for breathless one-sentence paragraphs.
There is not much point in complaining that this book is not the long-awaited treatment of Banks's role as scientific entrepreneur and virtual monopolist, which is so urgently needed. Charles Lyte makes no claims to original research, and his select bibliography does not even include Warren Dawson's massive calendar of Banks's correspondence. The reason why we still wait for a comprehensive book on the panorama of Banks's activities is not hard to find -the sale of the greater part of the Banks papers by Lord Brabourne in 1886 has condemned all subsequent researchers to tracking down letters in the custody of libraries and private owners on every continent. In the meantime, Charles Lyte's book is to be welcomed, not least for its excellent colour plates.
Peter Jones Department of Manuscripts British Library THOMAS E. CONE, jr., History of American pediatrics, Boston, Mass., Little, Brown, 1979, 4to, pp. xiv, 278, illus., $18.95. In the preface, Cone correctly states "there is no published comprehensive history of American pediatrics". His book is, he explains, an attempt to fill this gap and must be appreciated as a first essay in this direction. Cone is to be thanked for assembling so much information in one place. The book provides a chronology of major technical advances in the practice of paediatrics, a Who's Who in American paediatricsreplete with mug shots -, and several succinct lists detailing when major textbooks and speciality journals were published. Morbidity and mortality data on the major childhood diseases and conditions, and the treatments used throughout the centuries are also given. There is a great deal of emphasis on infant feeding practices; some of this material appeared earlier in Cone's 200 years of feeding infants in America (1976) .
Although Cone's "prinicipal aim has been to write a history of American pediatrics", he has "not written the book primarily for the specialist in medical history . . . rather for the medical practitioner, the medical student, and all others who may have an interest in the evolution of contemporary medical care of children". This emphasis on physicians is reflected in the book; there is too much technical detail at the cost of historical analysis. By and large, Cone does not deal with the problems of paediatrics within a social, political, or economic context. The chapters on the Colonial period show the most historical perspective, reflected in the number of fine 330
